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Rome -> Milan
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Itinerary for the 9 Day/8 Night Italy Tour
Concours d’Caffeine guests will fly out from the US on Friday night and arrive in Rome on Saturday. You 
will all be met individually at the airport by chauffeured car service which will take you to the 5-star Deluxe 
Waldorf-Astoria Cavalieri in Rome.   Upon your return you will fly out on Sunday morning from Milan (MXP) 
airport and arrive back in the US Sunday evening

Milan

Florence

Rome

Maranello Sant Agata Bolognese

Depart US
Friday night

Arrive in Rome 
on Saturday 

morning

Arrive back in 
the US Sunday  

evening

Depart Milan 
on Sunday
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Tour Information for Guests
8 Nights in 5 Star Deluxe Luxury Hotels
On our Concours d’Caffeine –sponsored Italy trip we stay at 5-
star deluxe hotels – the pinnacle of the Italian lodging ranking.  
Our quest for the highest standards of quality leads us to some 
of the world’s finest hotels.  Our hotels are members of 
prestigious alliances or are themselves the premiere echelon of 
their respective brands – Ritz Carlton, St Regis, Leading Hotels 
of the World, and the Dorchester Collection

Inspiring & Uplifting Cuisine
Along with our 5-star deluxe hotels we also offer incredible 
culinary experiences throughout our Tour.  Although we can 
organize a visit to a few of the 2 and 3-star Michelin 
establishments in Italy, we prefer to focus on the best of 
traditional Italian regional cooking, regardless of any French-
inspired rankings.  All meals, snacks and café stops are included 
in the price. All lunches and dinners will be communal, but our 
guests can opt out at their pleasure.  Elegant wines, beer and 
spirits are all included in the price

VIP Store Visits
One or more of these can be organized for guests 

Pre-bookings for Activities
Four weeks before the trip, we will email an extensive list of 
cultural events, museums, galleries, opera, theatre and concerts 
that our guests might consider and would benefit from ‘queue 
jumper’ pre-bookings. These are all included in the package

Private Guides
One can learn so much about our three gateway cities from just 
a half day with an expert guide. Private guides are included in the 
package.  For those guests that want something different we will 
help them discover it

Our Private Photographer & Hardcover Book
We will have a photographer with us. Our guests will be able to 
select images to create a customized hardcover book of the trip 
which Concours d’Caffeine will deliver to you

Original and Unusual
We have chosen a selection of shops, museums and curiosities 
to visit while in Milan, Florence, Tuscany and Rome and these 
are outlined in the pages that follow
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Tour Information 
Why Travel with a Group?
This is a group tour with the added benefit of couples enjoying 
the open road on their own. The wonderful thing about travelling 
in one’s own car is the freedom to decide when to leave and 
when to arrive and what to see along the way.  Of course 
Concours d’Caffeine has organized many events along the route 
and we expect that most of our guests will stick together.  But it 
is always good to know that you have the opportunity to travel at 
your own pace

Choice - Set Own Pace & Priorities
Each day we offer a choice of roads to our next destination, each 
with detailed directions and highlights along the route.  We will 
ask you to decide what works and then see who else has similar 
priorities – or if not you can head out on your own or follow the 
team leader 

Our Cars
Our cars will be sourced from the Avis Prestige division of the 
renowned rental agency and will be either Mercedes C or E class 
or Alfa Romeo Giulias. However

Excellence in Trip Design & Planning
Everything we do is purposeful from the length and shape of the 
tours we offer, to the settings and amenities at our 5-star deluxe 
hotels, to finding the perfect restaurants.  Veloce Tours has 
extensive knowledge of Italy, its people, its culture, its economy 
and its language so we can focus on creating smart, inspiring 
and smooth-flowing travel experiences for Concours d’Caffeine’s
guests matched up with a focus on driving, private car 
collections and public museums

Dates that Work for You
Other travel companies will suggest that they can book a private 
trip anytime.  But the fact is that the best hotels in every great 
city are booked a year in advance – by our partner Veloce Tours.  
Those other companies don’t plan far enough ahead and reserve 
sufficient space, which leaves them scrambling to cobble 
together a far less compelling trip, often at a considerably higher 
price.  Veloce Tours does not practice peak pricing – the price 
you pay for the Concours d’Caffeine tour remains the same 
regardless of the date chosen by Frank Taylor and his guests



5

Tour Information
Trip Price
The cost is $8,399 per person and includes all the features listed 
on the Tour Information page.  Prices are per person based on 
double occupancy, quoted in US dollars, and are set well in 
advance of the trip departure date.  Our expenses vary 
depending on a number of cost factors.  However, we prefer to 
keep a consistent price for our guests.  Prices are valid at the 
time of booking and the price is guaranteed.  

Travel Insurance
We would ask our guests to procure travel insurance.  We would 
suggest Trip Mate, Inc.

How to Reserve The Trip 
Veloce Tours Trip Consultants are on hand 7 days a week from 
9am to 9pm Eastern time to book the perfect driving trip of Italy.  
You can call 1-844--655.5586 or book 24 hours a day on our 
secure website, velocetours.com or call Concours d’Caffeine’s
Frank Taylor directly

Book with Confidence
The trip will run even with four couples

Trip Deposit & Paying the Balance
Deposits may be made by check, wire, or major credit card 
through PayPal (Visa, MasterCard, Discover & American 
Express).  Your deposit is fully refundable up to 15 days after the 
booking when the guests signs up 15 or more days before the 
final payment due date.  

Sixty days before departure 30% is due.  Thirty days before 
departure the remaining 70% is due.  Our timetable is dictated by 
our hotels which require a 50% non-refundable deposit 60 days 
before the trip commencement date.
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Tour Information 
The Tour Package Includes:

• Eight nights and nine days in 5-star deluxe hotels in Rome, Milan and Florence

• Mercedes C-class or E-Class Sedans or Alfa Romeo Giulias for an excellent driving experience – see Car 
Choices on pp 7-8

• Fuel is included on the cars provided by us

• All cars will be provided with Michelin maps

• All cars will be provided with Tom Tom GPS systems with embedded addresses

• A compliment of daily snacks, water and soft drinks in all the cars

• Chauffeur driven cars will pick you up and take you back to your airport

• All breakfasts are included

• All lunches are included

• All dinners are included along with unlimited fine wines, premium beers and spirits

• Italian EZ-Pass (Telepass) will be provided for all highway tolls

• All gratuities and hotel taxes are included

• The 22% sales tax (VAT) that is embedded in all goods and services is also included in the price

• All museums and cultural events are included in the tour price

• Professional local guides for specific cities and museums are included

• VIP access to select luxury stores and brands are included

• A custom ‘coffee-table’ photo book with photos taken by our automotive photographer, who will accompany 
the tour, will be printed and sent on to you a few months later
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Car Choices
Mercedes E Class Sedans – No Cost Option
Included in the $8,399 price.  These cars come with unlimited 
mileage and fuel is included in your package.  Avis Prestige will 
supply the vehicles.  Concours d’Caffeine will also ensure that 
your car is stocked with a paper map, EZ-Pass, a GPS Navigator 
(Tom Tom), snacks, water and soft drinks

Mercedes C Class Sedans – No Cost Option
Included in the $8,399 price.  These cars come with unlimited 
mileage and fuel is included in your package.  Avis Prestige will 
supply the vehicles.  Concours d’Caffeine will also ensure that 
your car is stocked with a paper map, E-Z Pass, a GPS Navigator 
(Tom Tom), snacks, water and soft drinks

Alfa Romeo Giulia Sedan – No Cost Option
Included in the $8,399 price.  These cars come with unlimited 
mileage and fuel is included in your package.  Avis Prestige will 
supply the vehicles.  Concours d’Caffeine will also ensure that your 
car is stocked with a paper map, E-Z Pass, a GPS Navigator (Tom 
Tom), snacks, water and soft drinks

Tesla Model S Sedan - $500 Option Premium
With the Tesla the price becomes $8,899. These cars come with 
unlimited mileage and fuel is included in your package.  Avis Prestige 
will supply the vehicles.  Concours d’Caffeine will also ensure that 
your car is stocked with a paper map, E-Z Pass, a GPS Navigator 
(Tom Tom), snacks, water and soft drinks
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Car Choices
Supercars – Priced from $2,200 - $3,500/day + mileage charge above 150 km
The price drops to $7,799 and you have the choice of a number of supercars.  All cars come with 150 free kilometres per day and $5 for 
each additional kilometre.  If you choose this option we will put you in direct contact with 3 Rome-based companies that offer Ferraris, 
Lamborghinis and Aston Martins.  Fuel is not included in this selection but Concours d’Caffeine will ensure that your car is stocked with a 
paper map, E-Z Pass, a GPS Navigator (Tom Tom), snacks, water and soft drinks

Rent Your Own Car OR Pick Up Your New Car Through the European Delivery Program
The price drops to $7,799 and we will provide your car with a paper map, E-Z Pass, GPS Navigator (Tom Tom), snacks, water and soft 
drinks.  This option makes sense if you are extending your trip and especially if you are driving down from and back up to Germany.  
Germany has a very extensive selection of cars to rent – especially cars with larger gasoline engines - something that is unfortunately not 
available in Italy for reasons that have to do with taxes on gasoline-powered cars.  If you are buying a new car from BMW, MB, Audi, 
Porsche of Volvo through the European Delivery Program we look forward to joining us on our tour with your new car

Ship Your Own Car from the USA
The price drops to $7,799 and we handle the shipping of your car from the US to Europe.  We will take care of getting your car to the port, 
getting it through US and EU customs, and arrange for you to pick it up directly or have it flat-bedded to a location of your choosing.  We 
will also get the car back to the US.  This option is available to those who can make do without their cars for 3 months and for those who 
will be in Europe for at least 2 weeks.   This option could cost up to $4k.  There are many moving parts to this option but it is easy to 
deliver
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VIP Tours of Select Luxury Brands

Luxury Brands Recognized by Our Customers Luxury Brands Our Customers Can Discover 

The larger luxury brands and those that are not as well known can be discovered on our Tours.  Mr Bulgari is 
regarded not only as one of the most famous jewelers in the world but also as a passionate collector of American 
cars

Concours d’Caffeine, through Veloce Tours,  can secure VIP access to the brands listed below 
through the good offices of Nicola Bulgari, the scion of the eponymous jewellery company and a 
famous car collectors in his own right
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Hotel de Russie, Rome

Two Nights 

Waldorf-Astoria Cavalieri Hotel, Rome 

Three Nights
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Highlights of Rome

Rome has over 3,000 years of history and the successive waves of change have been layered over the eternal city such that the best 
way to explore it and understand it is to take a number of private guided tours: The Rome of the Caesars; the Rome of the Christians; 
the Baroque Rome and the Vatican and Saint Peter’s Basilica. And beyond these broad tours below we have highlighted some specific 
museums and unusual sites that you might like to visit.  Of course if this is your first visit to Italy we will ensure that you see all of the 
iconic sites and museums and a smaller selection of the following

1. The Birthday Cake a.k.a the Alter of 
the Fatherland

In Italian it is called ‘Il Vittoriano’ and is a monument built in 
honor of Victor Emmanuel, the first king of a unified Italy. It 
occupies a site between the Piazza Venezia and the Capitoline 
Hill. When it was completed in 1925 the architects asked that 
one large stone be kept out on the side of the building because 
when it was added they felt that would be the end of the 
monarchy in Italy. When Mussolini drove by one day and asked 
about the gap in the wall and was told the story, he dismissed it 
and told them to fill it in. The monarchy never came back in Italy.

2. Ostia Antica

Ostia Antica is a large archeological site, close to the 
suburb of Ostia, that was the location of the harbour 
city of ancient Rome, which is approximately 30 
kilometers to the northeast. The site is noted for the 
excellent preservation of its ancient buildings, 
magnificent frescoes and impressive mosaics. 
We can organize a tour guide and driver to take you 
here for the day and point you also in the direction of 
an excellent restaurant in which to enjoy a day by 
the Mediterranean.

3. The Capitoline Museums

The Capitoline Museums (Italian: Musei Capitolini) are a group of art and archeological museums in Piazza del Campidoglio, on top of the Capitoline Hill in Rome, Italy. The historic 
seats of the museums are Palazzo dei Conservatori and Palazzo Nuovo, facing on the central trapezoidal piazza in a plan conceived by Michelangelo Buonarroti in 1536 and executed 
over a period of more than 400 years. The history of the museums can be traced to 1471, when Pope Sixtus IV donated a collection of important ancient bronzes to the people of Rome 
and located them on the Capitoline Hill. Since then, the museums' collection has grown to include a large number of ancient Roman statues, inscriptions, and other artifacts; a 
collection of medieval and Renaissance art; and collections of jewels, coins, and other items. The museums are owned and operated by the municipality of Rome.

The statue of a mounted rider in the centre of the piazza is of Emperor Marcus Aurelius. It is a copy, the original being housed on-site in the Capitoline museum. Many Roman statues 
were destroyed on the orders of Christian Church authorities in the Middle Ages; this statue was preserved in the erroneous belief that it depicted the Emperor Constantine, who made 
Christianity the official state religion of the Roman empire.

Open to the public in 1734 under Clement XII, the Capitoline Museums are considered the first museum in the world, understood as a place where art could be enjoyed by all and not 
only by the owners.
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6. Palace and Museum Altemps

The seat of the National Roman Museum at Palazzo 
Altemps houses important collections of antiquities 
consisting of Greek and Roman sculptures that in the 16th 
and 17th centuries belonged to various families of the 
Roman nobility. The placement of the statues inside the 
rooms reproduces the antiquarian taste for the 
ostentatious display typical of that time.

Highlights of Rome

4. Domus Aurea

The Domus Aurea (Latin, "Golden House") was a large 
landscaped portico villa built by the Emperor Nero in the 
heart of ancient Rome, after the great fire in A.D. 64 had 
cleared away the aristocratic dwellings on the slopes of 
the Palatine Hill. Built of brick and concrete in the few 
years between the fire and Nero's suicide in 68, the 
extensive gold leaf that gave the villa its name was not the 
only extravagant element of its decor: stuccoed ceilings 
were faced with semi-precious stones and ivory veneers, 
while the walls were frescoed, coordinating the decoration 
into different themes in each major group of rooms. Pliny 
the Elder watched it being built and mentions it in his 
Naturalis Historia .

5. The Monument to Garibaldi and the View of 
Rome from the Janiculum Hill

The equestrian monument dedicated to Giuseppe 
Garibaldi is placed on the highest point of the Janiculum
hill. The monument consists of a bronze statue portraying 
the hero riding a horse, which is placed on a big marble 
base; on each side are engraved allegorical figures of 
Europe and America and bas-reliefs that commemorate 
the landing in Marsala, the resistance of Boiada, and the 
defense of Rome. During Fascism it was replaced by 
fascist symbols and a copy of it was put in place only in 
1943. The placement of the monument gave rise to 
several politic interpretations, as it was inaugurated in the 
period when relationships between the Kingdom of Italy 
and the Holy See were still suspended. The official version 
declared that the Hero directs his own glance to the 
Vatican. After the Lateran Treaty in 1929, the statue was 
turned to Janiculum in a display of disrespect to the 
Church and the Pope. A very popular Roman legend 
underlines that, in this way, now the horse offers its back 
to the Holy See. The monument has been restored by the 
Municipality of Rome in 1990.

7. The Carlo Bilotti Museum

The Carlo Bilotti Museum's permanent collection consists 
of the gift of 23 works donated by the entrepreneur Carlo 
Bilotti to the City of Rome, including paintings, drawings 
and sculptures. The most coherent and central group is 
made up of 18 works by Giorgio de Chirico, of which 17 are 
displayed in this room and one, a sculpture of Hector and 
Andromache, is installed outside the Museum. The 
collection also contains the portraits of Andy Warhol’s Tina 
and Lisa Bilotti, 1981 Larry Rivers’ Carlo with Dubuffet on 
the background, 1994, Mimmo Rotella’s Carlo and Tina 
Bilotti, 1968. Completing the original nucleus of the 
collection Summer, 1951, by Gino Severini and Cardinal, 
1965, by Giacomo Manzu. In this first group have been 
added in recent years works by Consagra, Dynys, 
Greenfield-Sanders and Pucci.

8. Museum of the Ara Pacis

This building houses the Ara Pacis of Augustus, an ancient 
monument that was initially inaugurated on 30 January, 9 
BC! It is dedicated to Pax, the Roman goddess of Peace. 
The monument was commissioned by the Roman Senate 
on July 4, 13 BC to honor the return of Augustus to Rome 
after three years in Hispania and Gaul. The altar reflects 
the Augustan vision of Roman civil religion. The building 
itself, designed by Richard Meier, has collected conflicting 
viewpoints which we can discuss if we visit this 
monument. It is one of my favorites in Rome.
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11. The Museum of Castel Sant’ Angelo

Also known at the Mausoleum of Hadrian and was once 
the tallest building in Rome. The popes converted the 
structure into a castle beginning in the 14th century; Pope 
Nicholas III connected the castle to St Peter’s Basilica by a 
covered fortified corridor called the Passetto di Borgo. The 
Papal State also used Sant’Angelo as a prison—Benvenuto
Cellini, the Florentine sculptor, was also imprisoned here. 
As a prison it was also the setting of the third act of 
Giacomo Puccini’s 1900 opera Tosca. There is a very good 
view of Rome from its ramparts.

Highlights of Rome

9. The Museum of Contemporary Art of 
Rome—MACRO

The museum is housed in two separate places: a former 
Birra Peroni brewery in via Nizza and a former 
slaughterhouse in the Testaccio. The MACRO's permanent 
collection includes a selection of some of the most 
significant expressions of the Italian art scene since the 
1960s, such as the group Forma 1 with the works by Carla 
Accardi, Antonio Sanfilippo, Achille Perilli, Piero Dorazio, 
Leoncillo and Ettore Colla; the Arte Povera with Mario 
Ceroli and Pino Pascali; the Scuola di Piazza del Popolo 
with Tano Festa, Mario Schifano, Titina Maselli and 
Mimmo Rotella.

10. The Jewish Museum of Rome

This museum is located in the monumental building of the 
Great Synagogue and was opened in 1960 to display the 
collections of the Jewish Community of Rome. Roman 
silverware from the 17th and 18th century, precious 
textiles from all over Europe, miniated parchments and 
marble carvings saved when the Cinque Scuole, the five 
synagogues of the Ghetto, were demolished. On 
22 November, 2005 the Museum reopened to the public 
with seven new exhibition areas that narrate the over 2,000 
year old history of the Jews of Rome and the relationship 
between the Jews and the city.

12. The Botanical Gardens

Rome's secret garden in Trastevere. The quiet and shady 
Orto Botanico in Trastevere is one of Europe's finest small 
botanical gardens—and one of my favorite places to 
escape the hurly burly of the city. It was laid out in 1883 
over 12 hectares (30 acres) on the lower slopes of the 
Gianicolo Hill, is run by La Sapienza (Rome's University), 
and yet remains little known to visitors. You'll talk to people 
who have been to Rome 20 times and never even heard of 
this place. It is well worth it to take a break of an hour or 
two from the otherwise relentless sightseeing. It is a lovely 
little park, tucked away behind the Palazzo Corsini, across 
from the Farnesina, on 12 hectares of sloping land filled 
with palm and yucca, stair-stepping waterfalls, and 
terraces of gravely paths. More than 3,000 species of plant 
are here, a Japanese Garden, greenhouses with tropical 
species including orchids and bonsai, aka Giardino dei
Semplici, a monk-inspired garden filled with 
medicinal plants.
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Highlights of Rome

13. The Palazzo Farnese

This palazzo is one of the most important High 
Renaissance palaces in Rome. Once owned by Italy it 
was given to the French Government in 1936 for a 
period of 99 years and currently serves as the French 
Embassy in Italy. First designed in 1517 for the 
Farnese family, the building expanded in size and 
conception when Alessandro Farnese became Pope 
Paul III in 1534, to designs by Antonio da Sangallo the 
Younger. Its building history involved some of the 
most prominent Italian architects of the 16th century, 
including Michelangelo, Jacopo Barozzi da Vignola 
and Giacomo della Porta. At the end of the 16th 
century, the important fresco cycle of The Loves of 
the Gods in the Farnese Gallery was carried out by the 
Bolognese painter Annibale Carracci, marking the 
beginning of two divergent trends in painting during 
the 17th century, the Roman High Baroque and 
Classicism. The famous Farnese sculpture collection, 
now in the National Archeological Museum of Naples, 
as well as other Farnese collections, now mostly in 
Capodimonte Museum in Naples, were 
accommodated in the palace. The Palazzo Farnese 
was filmed as part of the 2013 Julian Fellowes re-
creation of Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet starring 
Douglas Booth as the lead. It has some unusual 
visiting hours to if you want to see it let me know 
in advance.

14. Sovrano Militare Ordine di Malta

S.M.O.M. is a Roman Catholic lay religious order traditionally 
of a military, chivalrous and noble nature which was founded 
in 1048 in Jerusalem by Gerard Thorn. It is the world’s oldest 
surviving order of chivalry. It is headquartered in Rome on 
the swankest shopping street, Via Condotti in the Palazzo 
Malta. It is considered a sovereign country under 
international law and issues its own stamps, currency and 
passports. Its original territory was Malta but after the 
invasion by Napoleon the order moved to Rome where it 
remains to this day.

15. The Vatican Necropolis

Lies under St Peter’s Basilica at depths varying between 5 & 
12 meters. The Vatican began archeological excavations 
under the Basilica from 1940-1949 which revealed a 
necropolis dating to Imperial times. The necropolis was not 
originally one of the underground Catacombs of Rome, but 
an open air cemetery with tombs and mausolea. Tours of the 
Necropolis can be arranged with the office of the Scavi and 
there is a six month waiting list. If anyone is interested in 
visiting this rather exception site, please tell me as soon 
as possible. I will highlight this specifically when we 
exchange emails.

16. The Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls

This is one of Rome’s four ancient, Papal, major basilicas, 
along with the Basilicas of St john in the Lateran, St Peter’s 
and St Mary Major. The Basilica is within Italian territory and 
not the territory of the State of the Vatican. However, the 
Holy See fully owns the Basilica and Italy is legally obligated 
to recognize its full ownership and concede it “the immunity 
granted by International Law to the headquarters of the 
diplomatic agents of foreign states”. The Basilica was 
founded by the Roman Emperor Constantine I over the burial 
place of St Paul.
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Dinner at the Bulgari Garage 

17. Dinner at the Bulgari Garage 

A not insignificant part of the Bulgari collection is 
found in three garages located in Rome.  If you will, 
this is the original nerve center of the collection.  
There is another significant part of the collection 
which is garaged in Sarteano near his country home in 
Tuscany which we will also visit.

The collection in Rome contains all of the Vatican 
limousines (8) that were either Packards or Cadillacs 
and were used by Popes Pius XI, Pius XII and John 
XXIII.  The collection also tends to contain cars that 
can be properly driven on the highways and byways of 
Europe whilst the collection in Allentown Pennsylvania 
tends to contain the cars that are older and cannot 
take advantage of the more liberal European driving 
panorama.

As an aside we might visit the store on via Condotti
and for those interested in numismatics or philately 
Nicola also has an amazing collection of ancient 
Greek and Roman coins and an entire collection of 
banknotes since the origin of the Italian Republic 
along with the analogous collection of postage 
stamps 
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Hotel St Regis, Florence

Three Nights
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Highlights of Florence

Florence was the birthplace of the Italian Renaissance. Politically, economically and culturally it was the most important city in the 
world for around 250 years from 1300 until the early 1500s. This city of 60,000 financed kings and wars, built beautiful churches and 
hosted artists such as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, Botticelli, Donatello, Titian, Masaccio, Piero della Francesca, 
Cimabue, Filippo Lippi, Ghirlandaio, Mantegna and others. We will obviously visit the iconic sites such as the Duomo, the David and the 
Pitti and Uffizi Palaces, but below I wanted to highlight other sites that our guests might find interesting.

1. Ghirlandaio’s Last Supper

You will probably have seen Leonardo da 
Vinci’s famous Last Supper in Milan. This 
Last Supper (1480) is a fresco by 
Domenico Ghirlandaio and is located in the 
refectory of the Convent of the Ognissanti.

2. The Vasari Corridor

This is an elevated passageway which connects the Palazzo Vecchio with the Palazzo 
Pitti. It was built in five months by order of Duke Cosimo l de’ Medici in 1564 to the design 
of Giorgio Vasari. The idea was motivated by the Grand Duke’s desire to move freely 
between his residence and the government palace, when, like most monarchs of the 
period, he felt insecure in public, in his case because he had replaced the Republic of 
Florence. Factoid: The meat market of Ponte Vecchio was moved to avoid it’s smell 
reaching into the passage and it’s place was taken up by the goldsmith shops that still 
occupy the bridge today. The area closest to the Uffizi entrance was heavily damaged by a 
Mafia bombing in May 1993 and several artworks were destroyed. Most of the Corridor is 
still closed to the public but we are working on gaining access.

3. Department of Prints and 
Drawings of the Uffizi

This is one of the major graphic collections 
in the world. The collection was started 
around the mid 17th century by Cardinal 
Leopoldo de’ Medici and has been 
continually expanded since. It holds over 
150,000 drawings and prints that date 
from the end of the 14th century to the 
present day, with especially rich sections 
of the Tuscan Renaissance and 17th

century period.

4. The Carriage Museum

This unusual museum contains examples 
of the horse drawn carriages from the 16th

to the 17th centuries. It is presently closed 
but should be open in time for our visit.

5. The Gucci Museum and the 
Salvatore Ferragamo Museum

Florence is one of the capitals of Italian 
fashion and it is only appropriate that it’s 
most famous fashion sons have their own 
museums. The museum houses examples 
of it’s classic clothing and handbag 
exhibits at the Gucci, and shoes at 
the Ferragamo.
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Highlights of Florence

12. Orsanmichele

The name derives from the contraction of Tuscan dialect of the Italian word for orto which 
means garden. The building was constructed on the site of the kitchen garden of the 
monastery of San Michele which is now gone. Located on the Via Calzaiuoli, the church 
was originally built as a grain market. Between 1380 and 1404 it was converted into a 
church used as the chapel of Florence’s powerful craft and trade guilds. Late in the 14th

century, the guilds were charged by the city to commission statues of their patron saints 
to embellish the facades of the church. The statuary (copies) is a relic of the fierce 
devotion and pride of the Florentine trades, and a reminder that great art often arises out 
of a competitive climate. The originals reside in the museum of Orsanmichele, which 
occupies the upper floor of the church, and can be seen only on Mondays, the only day the 
museum is open. In the event that we have a quorum that wants to visit, we will try and 
get a private tour of the closed museum.

13. The Florence American Military Cemetery and Memorial

The Second World War cemetery is about three kilometres south of the Florence-
Impruneta exit of the A1 motorway between Milan and Rome, and we can make a stop 
there on our way out of the city. It covers about 28 hectares (70 acres) on the west side of 
the Greve river and most of those buried are from the Fifth Army who died following the 
capture of Rome in June 1944. Others fell in the heavy fighting in the Apennines between 
then and 2 May 1945.

14. Fashion Valley Outlet Malls

Outside Florence, and on our way to the Sienese, are a number of fashion outlet mall 
centers that include Prada, Loro Piana, Fendi, Dior, Tod’s, Valentino, Ermenegildo Zegna, 
Moschino, Salvatore Ferragamo, Bottega Veneta and Emilio Pucci among others.
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Highlights of Florence

6. The Horne Museum

The museum takes it’s name from the English collector Herbert P Horne who donated his 
palace and collections of a lifetime to the Italian State. The layout reflects it’s owner’s 
taste (Horne was a man of letters, and architect and a very well known critic). He moved 
to Florence at the end of the 19th century to study the Italian Renaissance. He took a 
special interest in art, furniture, ornamental and useful household objects belonging to the 
typical Florentine home he wished to create for himself—and which he did.

7. The Nove Cento Museum

For those who want to shift gears, Florence 
also hosts a museum dedicated to the 
Italian art of the 20th century, with around 
300 works in 15 exhibits.

8. The Bargello Museum

Lesser known but no less important, the 
Pitti and Uffizi Bargello is a must-see on 
this trip because it houses masterpieces by 
Michelangelo, such as the Bacchus, Pitti
Tondo (Madonna and Child), Brutus and 
David-Apollo. It also includes Donatello’s 
David and St George Tabernacle. Other 
artists included are Cellini, Della Robbia
and Giambologna. Factoid: Honolulu Hale’s
interior courtyard and open ceiling were 
modelled after the Bargello.

9. The Palazzo Medici Riccardi

The palace, designed by Michelozzo di 
Bartolomeo for Cosimo de’ Medici, head of 
the Medici banking family was built in 
1444. It is well known for being the best 
representative of the architecture of the 
Renaissance. It exhibits the classic 
tripartite elevation that divide the building 
into three sections with the bottom section 
being the most ‘brutalist’ and the top 
section being the most refined.

11. The Brancacci Chapel

This a chapel in the Church of Santa Maria del Carmine which is sometimes called the 
‘Sistine Chapel of the early Renaissance’ for it’s painting cycle, among the most famous 
and influential in the period. This chapel contains one of the most famous fresco paintings 
in the world: Masaccio’s Expulsion from the Garden of Eden. It also contains one of the 
first and best examples of the new technique of perspective. We will see examples of 
perspective that don’t quite work and then the Eureka moment when artists figure it out.

10. The Laurentian Library

This is a historical library that contains over 
11,000 manuscripts and 4,500 early printed 
books. Built in a cloister of the Medicean
Basilica di San Lorenzo under the 
patronage of the Medici Pope, Clement VII 
the library was built to emphasize that the 
Medici family were no longer mere 
merchants but members of intelligent and 
ecclesiastical society—hence the term 
we use today of a ‘Renaissance man 
or woman’.
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Two Nights

Hotel Principe di Savoia - Milan

Two Nights



21

Highlights of Milan

Milan is the economic, business and fashion capital of Italy, the second most populous city and the capital of Lombardy. Milan’s
museums, theatres and landmarks (including the Duomo, or cathedral, the 5th largest in the world, and Santa Maria delle Grazie, 
decorated with Leonardo’s painting of The Last Supper) attract over 8 million visitors annually. The city is also well known for several 
international events and fairs including Milan Fashion Week and the Milan Furniture Fair, the largest of its kind in the world. Milan is also 
home to two of the world’s major football teams, AC Milan and Inter Milan.

1. The Brera Art Gallery

This is the main public gallery for 
paintings in Milan. It contains one 
of the foremost collections of 
Italian paintings, an outgrowth of 
the cultural program of the Brera
Academy, which shares the site in 
the Palazzo Brera. The collection 
includes works by Correggio, 
Mantegna, Rubens, Raphael, 
Titian and Crespi among the 
better known.

2. MUDEC—The Museum of Cultures

The permanent collection is the focal point of the Museum of 
Cultures and will exhibit more than 200 works of art, objects, 
textiles, musical instruments and precious ethnographic 
collections from the Middle and Far East, South and Central 
America, West and Central Africa, South East Asia and 
Oceania, covering a period of time ranging from 1200 BC 
(Pre-Hispanic Peru) to the twentieth century and providing a 
coherent selection of approximately 8,000 pieces from the 
Civic Ethnographic Collections.

3. The Necchi Campigli Villa

Constructed between 1932 and 1935 by the Milanese architect Piero Portaluppi, Necchi Campiglio Villa has survived 
completely intact, both outside with its ample yard, tennis court and pool, and inside with its rich succession of rooms. 
Architecture, decorative arts, furnishings and collections express as a harmonious whole the high standard of living of 
the owners, who belonged to the upper middle class of Lombard industrial families. At the same time, the fervor of 
daily activity is adequately witnessed by the service areas of the house, the pantry, the kitchens and bathrooms, all still 
graced with their original facilities. In addition, two important donations enrich the visit: Claudia Gian Ferrari’s collection 
of early 20th century art and Alighiero de’ Micheli’s collection of 18th century paintings and decorative arts.

4. The Armani/Silos Museum

The exhibition space was opened in 2015 and is a living open-
to-the-public space illustrating Giorgio Armani’s professional 
experience. The opening exhibition (this may change by 
2016), covering all four floors, offers an overview of the 
designer’s career, including 600 outfits and 200 accessories 
from his 1980 collection to the present. The selection is 
divided up on the basis of a number of themes : (1) Daywear 
(2) Exoticism (3) Color schemes and (4) Light.
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Highlights of Milan

5. Zagato

Zagato is an independent coach building 
company and design center located 
northwest of Milan. The company’s 
premises occupy an area of 23,000 sq. 
meters and on appointment can be visited. 
The company, which is still run by members 
of the family, is responsible for building 
some of the most iconic cars of the 20th 
century including versions of Lancia, Alfa 
Romeo, Fiat, Bristol, Abarth, Jaguar, Aston 
Martin, Maserati and one-offs even for 
Cadillac and Nissan.

6. Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper

This fresco is a late 15th-century mural 
painted by Leonardo da Vinci in the refectory 
of the Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie. It 
is one of the world’s most famous paintings, 
and one of the most studied, scrutinised
and satirised.

Due to the methods used, and a variety 
of environmental factors, as well as 
intentional damage, very little of the 
original painting remains today, despite 
numerous restoration attempts. 
Reservations are required.

7. Shopping Triangle

One of the main reasons tourists go to Milan 
is for the fashion. All the Italian brands that 
you are familiar with are on display in the 
shopping triangle bounded by via Manzoni, 
via della Spiga and via Montenapoleone. And 
many more with which you are not familiar. 
Furthermore, we can get you VIP access to a 
number of bespoke tailors and shoemakers 
if you want. And no shopping day can start 
off properly without a wet shave from Antica
Barbieria Colla and a cappuccino from Saint 
Ambroeus. Milan is also the industrial design 
capital of Italy and if you have an interest in 
modern bespoke furniture and kitchens then 
the showrooms are all around. And as we 
are all auto aficionados we will make a stop 
at the car book s tore on Corso Venezia and 
the Italian Automobile Club on Corso Italia.

8. The Prada Foundation

Fondazione Prada Milan is an exhibition space dedicated to 
contemporary art and culture,  It is housed in a complex that for 
many years functioned as a distillery, but that had been converted 
by OMA – the architecture firm co-founded by Rem Koolhaas –
into a collection of modern spaces.  

To the existing four buildings, OMA has added three new 
structures; an exhibition space, a multifunctional auditorium and a 
nine-story tower that will hold Prada’s collection, resulting in a 
total of 19,000 m2, of which 11,000 m2 is dedicated to exhibitions.  

The Fondazione Prada was created in 1993 by Miuccia Prada –
the youngest granddaughter of Mario Prada and head of the 
family-owned luxury goods manufacturer since 1978 – and her 
husband Patrizio Bertelli.  They wanted a platform to analyse 
present times through the staging of contemporary art exhibitions 
as well as architecture, cinema and projects on philosophy.  The 
complex in Milan is in addition to the Fondazione’s exhibition 
space in Venice, the Ca’ Corner della Regina, an historic palazzo 
on the Grand Canal 
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Highlights of Supercar Valley and Other 
Private Collections

9. The Mario Righini & Corrado Lopresto Collections

These are two private collections that are on our itinerary.  The Mario Righini
Collection is based in Supercar Valley near Ferrari, Lamborghini and Maserati.  
The collection includes the original Auto Avio 815 built by Enzo Ferrari in 1940 
in addition to several landmark Alfas including Tazio Nuvolari’s 8C 2300, many 
Lancias (including a Stratos), important Formula 1 cars and the only Auto Avio
Costruzioni (AAC) Type 815, which was races in the Mille Miglia by the famous 
Alberto Ascari.  The Corrado Lopresto Collection instead is based in a hangar 
near Linate Airport in Milan and contains iconic cars such as the Alfa Romeo 
1750 GS Aprile, the Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 Freccia d’Oro, a prototype Stratos II by 
Stola and a 1934 Lancia Augusta Stabilimenti Farina.  With his unrivalled 
collection Lopresto set the record of more than 200 awards and 50 Best in 
Show titles, including the record achievement of four Coppa d’Oro trophies at 
the Concours d’Eleganza Villa d’Este

11. The Lamborghini Factory and 
Museum

By appointment and time permitting we will 
also put in an appearance at the 
Lamborghini factory and museum. This 
museum is located further down the A1 
highway outside of Bologna and so we will 
be going by it and it is just a question of 
time. This stop needs no description as we 
are all familiar with these amazing 
automobiles.

10. The Enzo Ferrari Museum

There are two Ferrari museums in Modena and we are going to the newer 
one which is also attached to Enzo’s family home. This museum is focused 
on the life and work of Enzo Ferrari. The museum complex includes two 
separate buildings, a former warehouse that belonged to Enzo’s father and a 
new building designed by architects Future Systems. The 6,000 sq meter 
building houses, in a large gallery, a permanent exhibition displaying some of 
the most noteworthy Ferrari autos, including rare cars of the 1950s, Formula 
One race cars and more recent cars. The exhibit also features Alfa Romeo 
and Maserati cars—two brands with which Enzo was associated in his life.
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Departure from Milan 

Final Day

Sunday
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Final Day & Departure

Sunday 

 This is departure day

 We will organize car transportation from the Hotel Principe di Savoia to Malpensa Airport (MXP) or Linate (LIN) 

 As you all have slightly different departure times, you will be driven to the airport at your convenience

 We will get you to the airport for your flight with two hours to spare.  You will arrive back in the US on the same day


